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Maximum System Performance and Speed
MySpace needed to understand traffic on their site intra-day, requiring terabytes of 

data to be loaded in their data warehouse daily. More importantly, they needed queries 

to return results quickly. Aster uniquely met both of these challenges. The Aster 

nCluster database architecture is based on independently-scalable tiers, each of which 

adds a degree of freedom to MySpace. The nCluster Worker tier can be scaled to 

increase query performance and volume. The nCluster Loader tier can scale 

independently to increase load throughput. This enables high-volume loading and 

exporting. Even as MySpace loads data, user queries are intelligently routed to each 

node to process only relevant data. This enables query load-balancing to eliminate hot-

spots and increase performance, returning results in seconds or minutes versus hours or 

“did not finish”.

Analytic Power
MySpace was looking for a solution to take them beyond simple query and reporting 

for the deep insights that drive significant business results. With Aster In-Database 

MapReduce, MySpace can use powerful analytic extensions to simplify and speed 

analysis. One example of this expressive power is the ability to quickly identify and 

reinforce the “golden path” for marketing campaigns as well as understand and 

streamline the complaint-cycles that impact customer loyalty.

“With Aster, what we’ve 
been able to produce with 
commodity hardware has 
been a supercomputer-
like infrastructure ... 

...the data that we collect and 
process is absolutely critical 
to the success of MySpace.”

- Bita Matthews
Data Warehouse Manager
MySpace

Figure 1: The MySpace frontline data warehouse manages 100’s of terabytes of active data

About Aster Data Systems
Aster Data Systems is a proven leader 

in high-performance database systems 

for data warehousing and analytics - the 

first DBMS to tightly integrate SQL with 

MapReduce - providing deep insights on 

data analyzed on clusters of low-cost 

commodity hardware. The Aster nCluster 

database cost-effectively powers frontline 

analytic applications for companies 

such as MySpace, aCerno (an Akamai 

company), and ShareThis. Running on 

low-cost off-the-shelf hardware, and 

providing ‘hands-free’ administration, 

Aster enables enterprises to meet their 

data warehousing needs within their 

budget. Aster is headquartered in San 

Carlos, California and is backed by Sequoia 

Capital, JAFCO Ventures, IVP, Cambrian 

Ventures, and First-Round Capital.  
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